PSAT/SAT/ACT Information
PSAT (Practice Scholastic Aptitude Test)
The PSAT should be taken during and/or before the Junior year in high school to prepare students for the actual SAT test. There are three main benefits to taking the PSAT:
· This is the only way for students to qualify for National Merit Scholarships and achievement recognition. 

· This test registers high school students on the national mailing list for colleges and universities. This is the reason students get so much "junk mail" their Junior and Senior years. However, if a student puts "Football" as an interest and states that they are considering attending a private, Christian college on the questionnaire, the student will receive more mail from Christian colleges with Football programs than form others. 

IT'S A PRACTICE TEST! There is no harm in taking the test, it is less expensive to register for, it identifies the academic strengths and weaknesses of a student, and helps reduce first-time jitters.

SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test)
This is the real thing! The SAT is the primary yardstick by which colleges and universities measure high school students. It has two parts: the Verbal section and the Mathematics section. Each part is worth 800 points, therefore 1600 is the maximum score attainable.
The test is administered seven times each year by the College Board.
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ACT (American College Test)
The ACT is a commonly used substitute for the SAT in the Eastern U.S., but is slowly gaining favor at some Western colleges and universities. The ACT is a test of common competencies administered by the ACT Board that is different from the SAT in two primary ways: subject tests and scoring practices. The SAT has two parts: Verbal and Mathematics. The ACT has four different subjects: English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science. Also, the ACT does NOT subtract points for incorrect answers, therefore educated guessing is encouraged.
The ACT is offered six times each school year. The maximum score attainable on the ACT is 36 and most schools have established an equivocation table that translates an ACT score into an equal and equivalent SAT score. (For instance, 25 ACT = 1100 SAT, 30 ACT = 1300 SAT)
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Practice Tests
One of the great features about the Career Center is that we have several test prep workbooks available for students to check out and take home. We currently have over 15 volumes from three different publishers. Stop by and see.
There are several computer programs available that can help students prepare for the SAT. However, there are some free programs available on-line that are both timed and untimed tests. One of the better practice tests is available at The Princeton Review's college prep website. Other places to look for sample problems are on The College Board and The ACT Board websites. If not, or if you are looking for more, try this! 
