Senior Bulletin

Spring 2012

Four- year College Admissions

If you are interested in attending a 4 year college or university, you should have already sent off your application.  If you haven’t yet applied, but still feel you are eligible, please come and see Mr. Benson.  Please remember that the application process does not end once your application is sent!  You still need to do the following things:

Confirm that all application materials have been received by your college/university.

Complete the FAFSA by March 2nd.  Remember, the sooner the better-especially this year.
Have your SAT/ACT scores sent to the colleges to which you applied.
Send your transcript to colleges/universities if they require an application and/or mid-year transcript (final transcript requests will be attached to your graduation check sheet).
Complete English and Math placement test with each school.

Check websites of the colleges/universities to which you applied.  The financial aid offices often post scholarship information on their websites.

No senioritis, please!  Colleges do look at second-semester grades and provisional acceptance can be rescinded. The stakes are higher than ever this year with the budget crisis that both the state and the nation are facing.
Two-year College Admissions

If you are interested in attending a two-year college or trade school after high school, you need to check the college’s website to find out when their application will be available.  Most junior colleges begin accepting applications in April or May.  You should also be doing the following:
Complete the FAFSA and scholarship applications.  Be sure to check the BBHS website, the career center, and search engines such as fastweb.com and zinch.com for private scholarship information. When researching private scholarships know there is a major time investment and you are competing with a national pool of applicants generally.
Discuss, with your parents, possible living arrangements, as the majority of two-year colleges do not offer housing. I have included a list of junior colleges that do offer student housing at the end of this letter.
Investigate what two-year school is a good match for your needs and interests.  Some example criteria include:  major/trade industry choice, location, size, affiliation with nearby 4-year universities, athletic opportunities. 
Local Scholarship Information

Shortly before spring break, which begins on March 24th (if we do not need to use snow days), I will be coming into classrooms to talk to you about the local scholarships (those given out at Senior Awards Night) that are available this year. The Steven G. Mihaylo scholarships are considered “local scholarships” but require a separate application and have different deadlines.  I will have more information on Steven G. Mihaylo scholarships toward the end of February/beginning of March.
Private Scholarships

As I have said before, you need to do the leg work in order to receive private scholarships.  Please don’t procrastinate! Remember you are competing with a national pool of students but the time investment may produce a payoff.  Some scholarship deadlines have already passed and others are looming.  If you are interested in applying for private scholarships you must be:

Checking the college financial aid websites of the colleges you are interested in attending.  Many schools post scholarship information and deadlines on their website.
Check the Big Bear High School website.  Scholarships are posted under the “Career Center” link.  If you find one that seems applicable, come into the career center to pick up more information.

Register with scholarship search engines such as: zinch.com, www.fastweb.com, www.citizensbank.com/edu/scholarshipsearch, or www.finaid.org.  (Make sure you don’t give your social security number or any specific financial information.)
Testing Information

CAHSEE
One of Big Bear High School’s graduation requirements is to pass the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE).  Please note the dates the CAHSEE will be offered if you still need to pass the CAHSEE.

	CAHSEE English
	CAHSEE Math

	March 13th
	March 14th

	May  8th
	May 9th


AP Tests
If you are in an AP class you need to register for an AP Exam.  Payment for these tests will be made to the ASB Office between March 12th - March 23rd at lunch.  Please see your AP teacher or Mrs. Schour (AP Coordinator) if you have any questions.  
Please take time to read the following items of general concern:

1. Getting suspended at this time of year may result in the loss of your ability to participate in all of the fun senior year activities you have waited for including: walking across the stage, prom, grad night, etc.
2. Please be aware that you will not take part in any of the senior graduation activities if you are not meeting all of your graduation requirements.
3. Good attendance is extremely important. As an 18 year-old senior, you have the privilege of excusing your own absences. Along with this privilege comes responsibility. THOSE OF YOU WHO ABUSE THIS PRIVILEGE WILL JEOPARDIZE THE PRIVILEGE OF “WALKING”, ATTENDING GRAD NIGHT, PROM, etc. 
4. Your March citizenship grade will determine your eligibility to attend prom
Upcoming Senior Activities

March 9th
Winterfest Assembly

March 10th 
Winterfest, 8:00-11:00 at Big Bear High School
April 13th **
Local scholarships applications are due to the counseling office by 3:30 p.m. No late applications will be accepted. 
April 20th **
Mihaylo scholarship applications are due by 3:30 p.m. (location to be determined).  No late applications will be accepted.
June 1st  
Prom Court Assembly
June 2nd  
Prom, 9:00- 12:00, Bear Mountain
June 4th  
Senior Awards Night – 7:00 p.m. at the Performing Arts Center
June 8th

Senior Step-Down Assembly and BBQ

June 10th 
Mihaylo Dinner
June 13th 
Graduation Practice – 1:00 p.m. SHARP (Mandatory)

June 14th  
Graduation Practice – 1:00 p.m. SHARP (Mandatory)


Grad Night (time to be announced)

June 15th 
Graduation ceremony – 4:00 p.m. in the upper fields 
** These dates are tentative but they allow seniors two weeks of spring break to work on their applications. I encourage you to take advantage of your free time over the break. As soon as these dates are solidified we will post this information on our website, on announcements, and in an updated bulletin.
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